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CHAPTER I
INTIDDUCTION
Farm and home life has been designed to help people cope with
closely related rather than specific problems on the farm .

An effi cient-

ly operated farm business should provide comfortable and pleasant living
conditions , adequate food and feed for the farm needs , cash income and
financial security for the home life .

In light of the previous staterrent ,

it is believed that the farm families should have as their goal ; to provide a better living and improve their farm operations .
Statement of the Problem
Operating a farm involves careful planning and many decisions which
are more or less integrated and at the same time int erdependent .

To help

farm families help themselves to have a nnre satisfying and abundant life ,
we need to know : (1) What can be done to improve farm family living?

(2)

To what extent have the families in Fort Bend County improved and developed over a period of ten years?

(3) To what extent have these improve-

ments increased ownership of farm and home equipment?

and

(4) To what ex-

tent have these developments increased profit and improved health and sanitation conditions?
farm program.

We think that all farm families should have its own

Therefore, the problem is to find out what farm families

can do to improve their farm and home operations for better living .
Justification
The reason for making this study is to assist farm famili es with
their self determined farm business and family li ing goals .

Ther e is a

need for improving the farm and home management by keeping reco r ds, a need
for carrying out better health and s anitation practices and making the
proper use of credit facilities that are available for improving the farm
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and home.

It is believed that t hese factors will be of vital im:EX)rtance

for the selected fifty- two families surveyed in Fort Bend County, Texas .
Organization of Thesis
The information gathered in this re:EX)rt will reveal answers to the
following questions:

(1) To what extent have the families in Fort Bend

County improved and developed over a period of ten years (1945- 55); (2) To
what extent have t h ese improvements, if any , increased farm and home equiPment; ( 3) Have these developments increased

profit and improved sanitation

conditi ons; and (4) What recommendations should be made with reference to
their present conditions.
Defini tions of Terms
As a frame of reference for use of specific terms in this study,
the foll owing definitions have been considered :
1. Family - a family is considered to consist of all persons living
in t he same dwelling unit who are related by blood, marriage, or adoption.
2. Dwelling - a dwelling unit is defined as a room or group of
rooms with kitchen facilities and occupied as seperate living quarters .

J. Farm Familx - a farm famil~ is a family who lives on the farm
and gets all or part of its income from the farm.

4. Extension - extension endeavors to make available to rural peo ple the fruits or scientific knowledge with a view of bringing about a ioore
satisfying family and community life.

5. Extension Program - Extension program is a statement of situation, objectives; problems and solutions .
requires constant revision .

6. A plan of

It is relatively perm.anent but

It forms the basis for extension plans.

work - a plan of work is an outline of activities so

arranged as to enable efficient execution of the entire program .

It an-

swers the questions how , when, where, and by whom the work is to be done .

3

Review of the Literature
The writer has reviewed several studies of other authors in which
they dealt with the problems of the farm business and farm family living .
In this study, as well as the studies of

other authors , the writer tends

to :point out factors that will improve the standard of living for the farm
family.
Standards of living includes material things of a personal or f ~
ily nature and t r~se things and opportunities held in conmon in the conmu1

nity, such as churches, roads , and schools .
The land in Fort Bend County is of fertile soil with Black Prairie
River Bottom Loam contributing to the major :portion.

The .n:nre a farmer

can produce and manage well, the roore he raises his standard of living for
those who occupy and manage the better land .
The income of the f arm family depends u:pon the out- put of production of farm products .
It is not surprising that out- put per acre is r egarded by many
farm economics as a key factor in farm profit under the conditions of land
scarcity that prevail in Fort Bend County which causes families to farm
only part- time rather than full time .
The results of investigation into the economic positions of farming, published annually by the agricultural economics departments of many
universities, enable the farmer to compare his own output with the normal
standard for farmers of simil ar type .

2

As far as production is concerned, in or der to obtain the .n:nst

J . B•

1
.
Hammonds, Carsie and Others , Today's Agriculture, (New York:
Lippincott Company , 1948), p . 445 .
2

James Scott Watson, "Farm Output Indicated Aoout the Same Last
Year," The Agricultural Situation , Vol . 37, No . 8, (August , 1953) , 5.
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profitable returns and to give the greatest service in his field, there
are three things a nx,dern farmer should do:
1. Learn the standard requirements - the fundamentals of
factors of the enterprise - how to combine them to work
together nx,st efficiently and economically in producing
results . This might be called learning the theory of the
business .
2. Measure his own enterprise by this standard and determine what essential requirements are present and what are
lacking, and which ones need to be increased or improved.
3. Think through and follow a plan that will bring his
farm business up to standard; that is, try to improve
any limiting factors that are hindering the nx,st profitable production of all the factors he has present and
paid for.3
There is much to be said for the farm as a place to live and work.
The wholesome food, the outdoor life, and the early assignment of children
to light chore work and eventually to a full share of work and responsibility of the farm tend to develop physical capacity, self confidence, and
mental independence .

These are useful attributes, not only in farming,

but in other vocations which may be entered.
v~ny a farmer who is willing to work hard every day and who knows
many of the requirements that science and practical experience have proved
fundamental to his work, is unwilling to study and plan definitely for the
future on the basis of practical knowledge required.

But if farmers are

to make permanent progress, they must not only know facts about their work,
its fundamental principles and requirements, but must also plan to utilize
these facts most efficiently, car1-y out the plan to the best of their ability, decreasing waste and loss , and increasing economy and efficiency.
Wilson Gee states that hundred of farmers are fairly good managers,
but do not analyze their farming operations carefully enough to see just
3
Wilber J. Fraser, and Thomas Nixon, Carver, Profitable Farming and
Life Management , (Danville, Ill.: The Interstate Printers & Publishers, 1937),
p.

19.
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how much they are losing when many costly essentials of production must lie
partially idle because one deficiency somewhere along the line prevents
them from all working together to best advantage in production.

Some far-

mers may be raising fine livestock rut not producing the most economically
feeds; whereas another may be feeding efficient crops to inefficient animals, or he may not be making the best use of some products from his farm.

4

To obtain the greatest profits in farming , wise planning and management should be done to make production roore efficient and economical .
The farm family should improve the weak parts of his business to secure the
highest production practical for him.
In planning for a profitable farm business, the following basic
principles are given in the Farm and Home Development Handbook.
1 . Adequate size of business . The size of the farm business, should be sufficient to give the farmer full time
employment at production work and to make for efficient
use of labor saving machinery and equipment . Over a
period of years relatively larger farm business have provided a mre satisfactory living than have small ones .
2. Proper choice, combination and balance of crops and
livestock. The combination of land use and livestock
that makes the best use of all the land, labor and equipment should be followed . This requires crops and livestock best suited to the soil climate, and available markets. Under some situations a highly specialized system
of farming is indicated whereas under other conditions
the more successful farmers have several sources of cash
income, at least one of which is a major enterprise such
as cotton, dairying, beef, cattle, poultry or truck
crops .
3. Efficient use of Labor and Equipment . The ruoount of
production work per man has been found to be more impcrtant than how hard the farmer works . Labor efficiency can be accomplished by a combination of crops
and livestock which spreads the work more evenly throughout the year, the use of laborsaving equipment and methods, a good arrangement of fields, fences, buildings
4wilson Gee, The Social Economics of Agriculture, (New York :
Macmillan Company, 1945), p . 177 .

The
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water supply and better planning of farm operations .

4. Efficient Crop Yields . M:> s t successful farmers have
been found to have higher yields than the average for
their community . The higher the value of labor and
land, the more impcrtant hi.gh yields are .
5, Efficient livestock Production . High production per
animal , mininmm loses, from insects and diseases and
high production per unit of feed and pasture are essential to the success of the livestock enterprises .
These in turn have considerable affect on the farm
business in which livestock have an impcrtant place , 5
Method of Procedure - The questionnaire survey form used to
gather information for compilation of this study .

The families studied

were selected from the Fort Bend County Home Dennnstration Club Roll .
They are home owners who have inherited, bought and are buying farm land .
The information was obtained by mailing some of the questionnaire forms
and by personal scheduled interviews .

While making the visits , diplomatic

observations were made with reference to conditions of the home internally
and externally .

Previous to sending out the forms , announcements were

made during Home Demonstration Club meetings , Corn.t!lUility meetings , and by
radio, that some families could expect to receive a form that would be
used to require answers as listed in order to get the information that
would help determine the plan of work in the various organizations constituting the Extension Program as a whole .

511 Specialist of Texas, 11 Hand Book for Use of Farm and Home Development, (October, 1955) , 64 ,

CHAPTER II
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF FORT BEND COUNTY

Fort Bend is one of the populous Brazos Valley Counties on the Costal Plain of S . E. Texas, deriving income from cotton, rice, cattle, oil,
sulphur, industry and tourist traffic.
Thi ck rural population with many towns and villages and an older
Agricult ural Count y, part of the fannus "Sugar Bowl" of Antebellum days
(before the Civil War).
The Count y was created in 1837 and organized in 18J8 from Austin
County.

It was named for an old Fort in the bend of Brazos River at

.Richnxmd.

Th e al t itude is 80-150 feet.

Temperature averages;

The annual rainfall is 43.23 inches.

January 54 degrees; July 83 degrees.

Population: 1955 estimate, 36,336; 1950 - 31,056; 1940 - 32,963.
School po pulat ion in 1950, was 20 per cent urban, 44.7 per cent non-farm
rural; 35. 3 per cent farm rural, 51.7 per cent Anglo-American, 24.1 per
cent Latin-American and 24.2 per cent Negro.
The Brazos River flows through the County Northeast to Southeast.
Rich all uvial of soils in the Brazos Valley, black on prairies, sandy
loams and cl ay .

Oil produced in 1944 - 11,747,796 barrels.

Gasoline,

butane, pro pane, salt and sulphur are produced in large quantity.
includes pecan, post oak, live oak, ash, and cotton wood.

Timber

Hunting and fish-

ing in woo ded sections and streams and lakes.
About 195,000 acres in bottom land along Braz.cs and San Bernard
Rivers i n central and west parts, devoted to cotton and other row crops;

65,700 acres sandy loam prairie lands in North Corner devoted to rice,
pastur e , and hay.

Some melons and truck grown in both areas.

Twenty- -

seven thousand (27,000) acres under irrigation co t ton (54,687) bales average),
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rice 256,806 barrels, 30,000 acres corn, 10,000 acres grain sorghum; 12,000
acres tame hay including alfalfa and Johnson grass.

There is a large cattle

industry with some large ranees and many stock farms, varied breed including Brahaman, Charbray, Hereford, Shorthorn and Angus.
Population in 1955 - 36,336.

Population per square mile - 36.0;

urban pcpulation 6,210, rural pcpulation 24,842, number of farms 2,525,
average farm acreage 238.1, number of farm owners 862, number of farm tenants 1,234.

Auto registration 1955 - 11,426, pell tax number 6,341, em-

ployment 2,946, wages $10,036,960 .
sale ·4,812,000, retail sales

Income $33,125 ,000, manufacture whole-

29,629,000, bank. operation $21 ,502,000, and

tax values $58,544,172.
Richmond, the County Seat had a pcpulation in 1955 of 2,400 (19502,930), is a historic town, serving rice, cotton, livestock area, with excellent rail and highway outlets.

Rosenberg (1955) estimated pcpulation

7,600, 1950 - 6,210) chief commercial center; serves oil, gas farming, sulphur and salt producing area.

Sugarland 1 s pcpulation is 2,285, site of big

sugar refinery which expanded in capacity in 1954-55; canning chemical industries.

6

Texas Almanac, Dallas Morning News, (Dallas: 1955-56), 136 .

CHAPTER III
PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA FRDM QUESTIONNAIRE
The writer has presented in the introduction, information leading
to a detailed analysis of data resulting from information gathered through
several sources, namely; (1) Survey of fifty-two families, (2) personal interviews with members of the family contacted, and (3) a review of related
literature available on the subject.
In this chapter, the presentation and analysis of data on the survey made will be discussed including land, acreage, crop production, livestock, farm laoor, machinery and equipment, and the socio-economic status
of the families surveyed.
Acres in Cropland.
in Agriculture today .

The size of farm is a topic of great interest

The advantages of large and small farms have been

discussed from time to time .

On the other hand, it might be thought of

that the farmers and other people are interested in the size of farm which
will allow efficient operations and a satisfactory income to the farm family at a reasonable cost.
The families studied with low incomes live on samll farms and in
inadequate dwellings .

Farm size and capital are almost identical problems ,

but are not the same.

People on small farms are not necessarily victims of

low income, and a low income is not necessarily the results of being on a
small farm.

7

Altho:ugh it seems that if nnst farmers had nnre capital they would
operate larger farms to increase their inoome; however, this would not hold
true if the improved practices for crop, livestock and better farm manage7

Theodore S. Gold, "The Rural Development Program, 11 Agricultural
Financing Seminar, (June, 1956) .
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ment were not carried out.
Looking back at the average farm and conmunity fifteen or twenty
years ago, the study reveals considerable changes in farm and home practices in the past decade.

The average farm today makes the fullest use

of electricity and roodern farm machinery and equipment .
production by use of fertilizers.

He also increases

Although, farming today requires less

labor, it requires much rrore capital, p'.)Wer and scientific information
than f arming ten years ago.
The majority of the farms in this study are what might be called
the "family size farm, '1 or one of such size that the members of the farm
family do practically all the farm work, assisted by some hired labor when
necessary.
The total acres owned by the fifty- two families surveyed is J,849
of which 2,464 acres are used in cropland and 1,385 used in pasture .

A

breakdown in table I reveals the folaowing facts:
Nineteen per cent of families operate farms of from one to nineteen acres; thirty and eight tenths per cent operate farms of from twentynine acres; twenty seven per cent operate farms of from forty to fiftynine acres; and twenty-three and two tenths per cent operate farms of
sixty acres and above .
The survey showed that the average number of acres in cropland
per family is forty-seven acres.
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Table I.

Distribution of Acres in Cropland

NUMBER OF FAMILIES OPERATING

NUMBER OF ACRES

0-9

4

10-19

6

20-39

16

40-59

14

60-79

6

80-100

3

Over 100

3

It is obvious that IlX)St of the families do not have enough land
acreage to employ all family members on the farm year round, therefore,
they do extra work away from home .

There is a need for 100re land for the

majority of the families to have a satisfactory income from the farm.

The

problem is that the land in this area is occupied and there is very little
chance that the farm family could increase ownership in land acreage.
Renting land in this area is a problem, because JlX)St of the land
is used by the owners.

In some instances some of the families are able to

get a long time lease on small acreage.
Another

problem is that the small farmers are not able to buy more

land due to high prices of land per acre.

If there is land sold at any

time in this area, it is usually sold in large numbers of acres, therefore,
the ·a verage farmer wouldn't be able to make the purchase.
The family income is one of the factors in measuring standards of
living.

When people have a desire for JlX)dern equipment in the home or the

farm, or for beautiful home and surrounding, in JlX)St cases theJ set up a
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goal to work toward which will enable them to get those things .

That is

why m:,st of the families in this study ..ork away from home to supplement
their income and get the necessities for comfortable living .
Table II shows an estimate gross farm income for one year of the
families in this study.

Income of other years may vary due to climatic

and marketing conditions which have an affect on income of farmers.
The number of families whose income is over $3,000 receive very
little income off the farm.

The income from livestock and poultry products

is included as well as that of cotton, corn and truck farm products .
It was revealed in this study that all of the families raise live
stock and poultry for marketing and home consumption .

The value of feed

raised for livestock aI1X>unts to oore than 50 per cent of that purchased.
TABLE II. ANNUAL GROSS FARM INCOME

FARM. INCOME

NUMBER OF FAMILIES

500 - 1,000

6

1,001 - 1,500

9

1,501 - 2,000

6

2,001 - 2,500

.2

2,501 - 3,000

7

3,001 - 3,500

9

3,501 - 4,000

3

4,001

4,500

3

4g501 - 5,000

3

5,001 - 5,500

1
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TABLE II. (Continued)

FARM INOOME

NUMBER OF FAMILIES

5,501 - 6,000

1

6,001 - 6,500

1

6,501 - 7,000

0

7,001 - 7,500

0

7,501 - g,ooo

0

g,001 - g,500

1

g,501 - 9,000

0

9,001 - 10,000

0

Over 10 1 000

2
Total

52

The income of the families from sources other than farm is shown
in Table III.

Seventy-five per cent of the families are engaged in occu-

pations off the farm.

Some work in plants in near-by towns and cities and

some receive income from natural resources.

The other twenty-five per cent

of the families studied are employed full time on the farm.
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TABLE III. ANNUAL GROSS INOOME FROM S)URCES OTHER THAN FARM

NUMBER OF FAMILIES

OTHER THAN FARM INOOME
Less than $ 500 - $1,000

9

1,001 - 1,500

7

1,501 - 2,000

6

2,201 - 2,500

3

2,501

3,000

4

3,001 - 3,500

2

3,501

4,000

3

4,001

4,500

0

4,501 - 5,000

5

Over 5,000

0
Total

39

The solution to low-income problems should be sought both within
agriculture and in off-farm employment, although decisions will h~ve to be
made by the individual family.

The point is to inform them as to their

various opportunities, and to improve their qualifications for seizing them.
The farmer should keep up the productivity of the soil in order to get high,
economical crop yields.

He should raise crops of the right kind, variety,

and anx:,unts to bring in a good return for his investment in cash or feed
crops.
Livestock.
In order to improve the livestock program, the farmers should
have registered foundation stock.

Where registered foundation stock is

15
impractical high grade dams with registered sires should be used.
Farm Machinery and Equipment . Farm machinery and equipment saves
time and lalx>r, but at the same time it requires more money for purchases
and repairs.

The tractor is considered the principal source of power on

many farms throughout the nation .

It provides the farmer with power for

all jobs such as; plowing, disking, planting, cultivating and all other major operations.
The greater portion of work that was once done by hand and horses
is now being done by the use of power machinery and implements .
Table IV shows the number of families who have purchased farm
machinery and equipment since 1945 - 1955 .

Eighty- nine per cent of the

families surveyed own tractors with equipment while the other eleven per
cent are hiring their farm work done and in some instances number of famiilies are using teams of horses or mules .
TABLE IV. FARM MACHINERY AND EQUIPMENT PURCHASED

BY FAMILIES SURVEYED F:OOM 1945 TO 1955

ITEMS
Tractors - Fully equipment

NUMBER OF FAMILIES
39

Tractors - Partial equipment
Trailers

31

Stalk Cutter

17

Poisioning machine

17

Mo\.ling machine

12

7

Hay Bailer

4

Cot ton Picking machine

2.

Corn Picker

1

Trucks

36
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The Family. Home and Surrounding.

In this part of the study, the

families surveyed will be discussed as follows: (1) The average size, (2)

(3) Recreation interest, (4) Family living expense, and (5) Facilities and
equipment in the homes and surrounding.
1. The Size of Family.- In many instances throughout this study,
the term 11 family 11 is used.

It has been defined in the introductory chap-

ter to generalize its meaning.
The size of families vary greatly in number.
families surveyed is four members.

The average size of

The family range from a low of one to

a high of 12 members.
The total number of people in this study was 242.

Out of this

total, there are forty-nine fathers, fifty- two mothers, and one-hundredforty-one children.

Three of the households have deceased fathers which

makes the number unequal to that of the rrnthers.

The average age of

zoothers is 48.6 years and 49.7 years average ages of fathers ,

The data

on the rrnthers range from JO to 60 years and that of fathers from 35 to
63 respectively.
years of age.

The ages of the children are from less than one year 22

Fifty-four out of the total number of children are under

school age, sixty-five are school age, and twenty-two are above school age
and still live at home.
2. Ages and Previous Educational Training of Adults. - The ages of
parents may be a factor in determining the improvement that can be made in
improving the farm and family life of some of the families included in this
study .

The suggestive solution to the problem is to give youth all the

training passible.
terest.

Young people are quickest to learn and easiest to in-

Many of the problems involved in the home and on the farm can be

best solved between generations .
The average grade completed by the fathers was the tenth grade,
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whereas, the n:other's average grade completed was the eleventh grade.

All

of the children of these parents wh::> were of school age were attending
school or ma.king plans for the enrollment for the coming year.

Sixty-five

of the 141 children ranged from 6-19 years of age, this indicates that the
bulk of the children of the families surveyed were of school age.

This also

constitutes that approximately one-half of the total children in this survey
are 4-H Club age.

The information as to how many are enrolled in 4-H Clubs

was not available.
The consolidation of schools has affected the Extension work with
4-H Club members to some extent, whereas , the Club members are not able to
meet in their respective communities during the school term.

Club members

from eight communities in the county are attending the consolidated schools.
Therefore, during the school term, club meetings , are held after school
hours when ever :possible to teach them the improved practices of farming
and home making.
The adults also receive training in family life education, improved
practices of home making and leadership work, during various club meetings.
3 . Recreational Interest . - To most part, the children's recreational
interest was found chiefly in s:ports and other activities carried on during
the school year.

Most of the adults participated in comnrunity activities

such as church activities , Parent-Teacher-Association, and various community clubs, a small percentage listed no recreation.
attend activities away from home .
ing, and seasonal rodeos.

l-bst of the families

The men are interested in hunting, fish-

It was found that the families of Fort Bend

County did very little entertaining at home. In noinstance was found a family who carried on family recreation at home with all the family together.

4. Family Living Expense. - The living expenses of the family did
not exceed the annual income on the farm and off the farm income.

:tvbst of
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the Ilbney spent was for clothing rather than food because a greater !X)rtion
of the food needed was raised on the farm.

The total average aI!bunt spent

for food of the families was $2,618; total average cash value of food
raised $7,130; total average amount spent for clothing $5 ,024; total average spent for household expense was $9 ,349.

These totals represent fam-

ily expenditures for each family yearly for lights, insurance, church, doctor bills, educational and recreational.
Each family indicated that clothing was provided adequate for each
family member.
other item.

Adequate clothes contributes to good health as much as any
Proper clothes should be worn according to the different sea-

sons of the year .

The writer feels that the farm families should be taught

the importance of dressing proper to maintain health as well as good appear nee.

M::>st of the families sew for members of the family, but the ma-

jority of the clothes are bought.
5. Home Egui:ement . - The farm family today should be interested
in the type of home equipment which will accomplish the maximum amount of

work with the minimum use of effort and utilities in the shortest !X)SSible
time, with safety.

Progress can be no faster than one's mind, one 1 s atti-

tudes and one I s willingness to work.
There is a saying that "everything you have is one nnre res!X)nsibili ty. 11

Only th:>se housewares should have family acceptance, which con-

tribute to adequate provision for work, rest privacy, health, safety, coll}fort , attractiveness, order and wholesome social relationships to enrich
the lives of family members.

8

The data on electrical equipment in Table V shows number of families
8

Harriet C. Brigham, "Texas Agriculture Extension Service, 11
Egui:ement Handbook, (January,1956), 2.

~
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who have purchased the equipment in the past ten years.
This repart . indicated that 43 families out of the 52 surveyed have
refrigerators in the home.
boxes.

Those who do not have them are still using ice

There is no indication, however, that families who do not have re-

frigerators plan to buy refrigerators, because they are those on a lower
econ -Jmic level and are in the older age bracket and feel rrore or less satisfied with present condition.

They still contend to let the ice man bring

the ice to their home or go to town every day and get ice themselves, which
consumes time, money and improper refrigeration for food.
Gas ranges are owned by thirty-six families in this study, fortythree families own home freezers.

The families that do not own them are

using the frozen food lockers in near-by towns and villages that have them.
To utilize the farm products to the best advantage, an adequate
arrount should be conserved so that they may be available throughout the
year. · For those families who use the frozen food lockers live from five
to ten miles or nnre from where some of the food is stored.
disadvantage for the farm family.

This is one

vhen a product is purchased, it must

be delivered to the locker plant for storage as soon as passible.

The

family who lives ten miles or rrore miles probably hasn 1 t thought of the
cost of gasoline and storage rent, which ove
pay for a home freezer .

a period of a few years would

Again, when the homemaker wants to prepare a meal

not planned far in advance, she is put to a disadvantage there.
The farm family needs to realize the factors that will contribute
to better heal th and living conditions in the home.
Piped running water in a home adds convenience as well as sanitation.

Only twenty-one of the families covered in this study have piped

running water in the home.
door sewage.

This number also represents those having in-

Eleven of the same families have hot water heaters installed

'
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which is another added convenience for the farm family. Time is saved
by not having to carry water to and from the hydrogen for heating when
needed.
Fifteen or twenty years ago, the average farm family spent a whole
day doing the family washing , with the washing machine replacing the rubboards, in some of the homes, to do a family wash now requires a matter of
few hours or less.

Sixty per cent of the families in this study own a wash-

ing machine and the remaining forty per cent are still ooing the family
wash by hand.
Radios are growing stronger in the grassroots of America, becoming
more local, more intimately intertwined with fibers of community life and
economy than other communication medium including television.

Radio is the

most accessible source of information to some individuals; they use -it most
and believe it as much as they believe print, if not more. 9
The 52 families in this survey own a radio and 16 families own a
television.-

Apparently television has not changed the time preferred for

listening to radio programs.
Telephone .

A number of items in the farmer's budget serve both the

farm as enter prise and the farm family.
ance is the telephone.

Ona such item of growing import-

Eleven and fifty-four per cent of the families in

this study have telephones installed in their homes.

The writer does not

have the informa.tion as to the reason why more farm families do not have
telephone in t heir homes.

It is believed, however, that the farm families

need to realize the value of the telephone as a means of corrmunication to
be of increasing importance.

It is a rroney saving investment when he needs

to colllDD..lnicate with the Veternarian, the feed store, or any other agencies
which he has to deal with.

The telephone can save time in getting informa-

tion to the desired place without having to make a trip to do so.
9 some findings from Radio Research , United States Department of
Agriculture, Circular No . 503, (November, 1955), 5-6.
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TABLE V. HOME . EQUIPMENT OWNED BY FIFI'Y-TwO
FAMILIES FROM 1945 TO 1955

YEAR PURCHASED
r

ITEMS

1945 - 1949 ,1950 - 1955

Refrigerator
Gas Range

TOTAL FAMILIES
WITH EQUIPMENTS

13

30

43

8

26

34

3

3

Electric stove
Home Freezer

5

21

26

Piped running water

4

17

21

11

11

15

16

31

2

8

10

26

26

52

Television

16

16

Telephone

6

6

Hot water heater
Washing machine
Electric Sewing Machine
Radio

22

The Home and Surroundings . Beautiful surroundings are constant inspiration to those who have eyes to see and appr eciate· things .
When we consider the great amount of time the farm family spends in
and near the home, it is not difficult to see the influence it has upcn the
development and success of its occupants .

A good house is just as necessary

to successful farming as a good barn .
Fifty per cent of the outside appearance of the houses in this survey were in fair condition .

This indicates that there was a need for screens

being repaired and houses needing repainting or repair on perches and steps .
On the other hand, thirty- nine per cent of the houses were in good condition with goo d screens, painting and no repairs necessary at the time of the
survey.

The other eleven per cent of the houses were in pcor condition .
Most of t he houses needed windows replaced, screens, doors and

windows needed replacing and some were not painted at allo

The families

who occupied these homes in what is considered in poor condition are those
in the low income group and older age group .

As to whether any improve-

ment will be done in this case is an open question .
The writer feels that any one can improve to a certain extent if
we can get people to change their attitudes .

The encouraging fact is that

any family can have neatness, order and beauty if its members are interested enough, for the cost is small co~pared to the benefits r eceived in
return.
Interior of the Home .

Insofar as adequacy of the size of house

for special family needs is concerned, the number of homes with bedrooms
to accoroodate one or two persons is considered adequate .
Over-crowdlng does not appear to be a problem with roost families
covered in this study .

Seventy- nine per cent of the houses have one to

two persons occupying one bedroom while twenty-one per cent of the houses
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have three or four persons in one bedroom.

This is found am:>ng the fam-

ilies who have only two bedrooms with four to t en children in the f amily.

CHAPI'ER IV
THE OBJECTIVES OF EXTENSION SERVICE

AND THE JOB OF THE EX.TENSIONER
Objectives of Extension. - County Agricultural and Home Deroonstration Agents today are aware that the greatest problems confronting them is
to set forth the basic principles of farm and home management in a clear
and realistic manner .

These principles should be applied to practical farm

problems as the need for them arise while organizing and managing the farm
and home business.
Another problem is to work out the most desirable and adaptable
kind of Extension Program in the County.

A program that reaches the signi-

ficant problems of farm people - problems that are holding back the progress
of Agriculture and affecting the well being and happiness of large number
10
of people.
With five years of experience working with individual farm families
and working with organizations of adults and youths , the writer proposes to
plan a procedure that extension workers may follow as a guide in helping
farm families to establish a better program to improve their standard of
living.
Objectives in Extension work or any other line of work simply
means a

11

direction of roovement 11 for which direction you wish to go.

Kelsey and Hearne states that,

11

a good objective in Extension is

one that will provide !X)Ssible direction for large numbers of people to
11
move some distance. 11
l:
Jo_hn A. Hopkins apd WilliaUJ. C Murra:y Elements of Farm Manage~ ' (New York: Prentice!.Ha.Ll, Inc. 1.95j). p. J!
11
Lincoln D. Kelsey, and Cannon c. Hearne, Cooperative Extension
~ , (Ithaca, New York: Comstock Publishing Company, 1949), p. 112.
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There are several levels of objectives that Extension workers
could consider , but writer feels that the levels of educational obj ectives
may be consider ed as follows:
1 . Fundamental , all_ inclusive objectives of society .
Examples: good life ; .bet ter citizenship; democracy ; the
development of the individual .

2. The general but more definite social objectives . Example: Helping rural people to have a better home living.
3 . ,forking objectives in a program . These may be
stated in two ways . One way is from t he teacher 's
standpoint : f or example : influencing farmers to
adopt improved practices . Another way is from the
standpoint of the people; for example ; making enough
ooney to send children to college, finding out ho"1
to remove a stain , to adjust a plan, to increase milk
production, or to get electricity on the farm . 1 2
The Extension Job . - Cooperative Extension work i n agriculture and
home economics is to assist people engaged in farming and home making , to
utilize more fully their own resources , and those available to them, solv13
ing current problems and in meeting economic and social conditions .
In order to improve health and have a more satisfying family and
commtmity life, the writer feels that farm families can have those things
that make up happy abundant living if they are stinrulated to make changes
that will result in efficient production on the farm and home .
To meet the needs of the rural people , the following four stages
of Extension work should be carried out:
1.

A sound program.

2.

An intelligent plan of action .

12Ibid., p . 113 .
13Meredi th C. Wilson, and Gladys Gallup . 11 The Extension Job, 11
~tension Teaching Methods , (Washington , D. C.: United State Government r rinting Office , 1955), 1 .

The Y. R. Banke Libl'l.l'J
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3. Persistent, painstaking

execution of the plan of action.

4. Evaluation of progress and accomplishes.

14

The active participation in all the four stages by men, women, and
youth promotes learning which is essential in getting people to make changes.
How Farm People Accept New Ideas . When people make changes it is
generally thought of that they have accepted new ideas from some sources.
It might be thought of as to how people accept ideas.

There are five

stages people go through in learning and accepting new ideas.

They are:

(1) Awareness, (2) interest, (3) evaluation, (4) trial and (5) adoption.
Mass media make their greatest impact in the awareness and interest stages.
Neighbors and friends are most important as sources of information in the
evaluation stage .

In the trial stage, Agricultural Agencies and neighbors

and friends are important.
The adoption of a new idea follows a sequence of influence from
the time an idea is formed until it becomes generally accepted.

15

The use of informal leaders have influence with people and are
effective in getting them to make changes.

The m:ist effective use of the

informal leader requires that one works with him or her on an informal basis.

Informal leadership is an important sources in Extension and other

programs.

1

4rbid. , p. 2.

15

How Farm People Accept New Ideas, Agricultural Extension Service,
Special Re,EX)rt, No . 15, (November, 1955), 11.

CHAPTER V

A PROPOSED PLAN FOR BETTER LIVING
To help families provide for better living is what might be called
the "family approach in Extension Work . 11
the general program in Extensiono

It has great significance for

It becomes the central furrow arotmd

which to cultivate the rest of the program in a truer fashion.
Personal family counseling gives an insite to problems which help
to clarify objectives in some of the other Extension activties.

The infor-

mation gathered serves to evaluate some of the results, some of the procedures, and directions which other programs have taken.

Knowing specif-

ically the farm and family experience helps to make the entire program far
richer.
To enri ch and make 1rore significant the general program in the
county by having firsthand information on the needs of family living is
the technique for which extension workers should be searching.

It is

hoped that the individual farm family will be able to recognize the prol>lems it faces in farm and home living, and bring them into general discussion airong family members and Extension Workers as counselors.
The writer believes that the Extension Worker should always be
aware of the functions as an education which means presentation of information and facts, the development of people's thinking and painting up
possible solutions rather immature satisfaction in doing them.
Farm and Home Development . Farm and Home Development is a family
unit approach, it is also an Extension method to teach farm families to
live better at mme.
In a general sense, any improvement in the farm or in the home
might be called Farm and Home Development.

But as an Extension method, it
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has the following characteristics:

(1) family participation, (2) extension

assistance, (J) the farm and home a complete unit,

(4) awareness of needs

and problems , (5) desire for improvement, (6) willingness to take action
and acceptance of responsibility.
Purp0se of Farm and Home Development.
The purpose of the farm and home plan is to get families to:

(1)

formulate immediate and longtime goals that are a part of a written plan
and that give recognition to priorities, (2) study all resources, and pres-

ano

ent farm and home operating procedures to detect str~gth

weakness, (re-

sources includes not only material things such as land, equipment, and capital; labor or skills; but such intangibles as present or potential knowledge, counsel, credit and technical assistance.

It includes all sources

of useful and available aid), and (J) study alternative solutions to problems.

16

§preading Farm and Home Development to Comnrunities and Entire County.
As farm and home development expand as an Extension method, it will
need to reach each community in the county.

The problem is how can agents

use a plan that should be ma.de by all family members to give each· a feeling of ownership in it.

Some family plans may be different from others

because of differences in income type of farming, wants and needs, and the
age and health of family oombers.
•7

In planning, it is well to remember that current income should pay

the farm expenses, current family expenses and have something left over for
getting ahead.

It is as important to decide what the family will do with-

out as it is to decide what to buy.
Plan for Working with Families as a Unit. - In working with the

16

.

"Earmarks of Farm and Home Development, 11 Extension Service Re~ ' United States Department of Agriculture, 109 .
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farm family as a unit , it is important to know the methods and steps that
agents should take in working with families .

The f ollowing suggestions as

outlined were gotten from information dur ing the State Agent's Conference
as steps to take in working with families .
1 . Plans agents should make before initial visits to families .
a . Gather background information on the family .
b. Agents agree on topic of visit , and agr ee which agent will
cover what . Example: Purpose of farm and home development and benefits is to communicate with family .

2. Things agents should try to accomplish in the initial visits
with the families (this may take several visits) .
a . Set family at ease .
b . Establish confidence .
c . Discuss purpose of farm and home development .
d. Clarify family ' s part in farm and home development .
e . Discuss benefits family should expect .

f . Review the role of agents in providing assistan ce (bring
out the idea of management) •
g. Get family to express desire to participate .
h . Plan for further contact and further action .

J . Steps one wants to achieve in the planning visit stage.

(This

may take several visits ),
a. Getting the family to establish goals and identify prol>lems ,
b . Acquire facts conc erning farm and family resources , markets ,
finances , help from other sources .
c . Analyze factual information .
d . Begin plans for achieving goals.
alternative .

Recognize and appraise

e . Family make decisions and decide on course of action .
f . Get family to accept responsibility .
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g. Check the plans frop. time to time and alter plans as
needed and desired. 7
Since the methods or steps that agents should take in starting
farm and home development work with the farm families, the next of importance would be the method of doing farm and home development work. During
the previous mentioned conference, the following methods were suggested:
1. Listing the principal goals (desires) of the family, education home improvement, debt, retirement, health insurance, etc,
2. Listing the principal resources of the family land, building,
machinery, livestock, noney, credit, markets and family workers .

3. Listing major alternatives

that open, the possible uses

that the family could make of its resources to earn income and satisfaction, changes that could
ment etc.

be made in crops

produced, livestock kept, equip-

(This is very important in meeting the needs of No . 1) .

4. Preparing a budget for present farm business .
5. Outlining principal steps for m:,ving toward the chosen longrange plans.

6. Keeping a record of income and farm and home expenses .
7. Cordinate farm and home development with program building.
8. Let the farm and home development committee be a sub-committee of the program building committee.

9. Conduct leader training meetings and secure specialists help
in giving subject rr.atter information .
10. Evaluate results.

Use a benchmark to measure progress .

Com-

pare the situation when the job was started as to the situation that exist
18
after work has been carried on for a period of time .

17

Farm and Home Development, state Agent I s Conference, "Proposed
Farm and Home Development News Letter," Prairie View , (November, 1955), 2.
18
Ibid. , pp . 3- 4.

CHAPTER VI
SUMMARY

Conclusions
After years of farm life and five years of experience working with
farm people, the writer believes that the farm families as well as urban
families can live on a higher, happier plane of achievement than it usually
is, and with far less effort, worry, and anguish of spirit, if only nnre
people could clearly see and take definite steps necessary toward profitable production and abundant living.

Without sufficient lmowledge and wise

IllB.nagement the farm offers little but drudgery and disappointment whether
as a business or as a home.

But a fair sized farm with production soil

in a good corrummity is one of the finest places to live.
The purpose of this study was to get factual background information on the farm families in Fort Bend County, to determine what could be
done to improve farm and family living.
Farm and home management practices, educational training, recreation, food, clothing , modern farm and home equipment are basic for determining the family standard of living.
It is hoped that the contents of this study will tend to serve
as a tool to help other County Agents to help farm families realize their
existing problems and do something aoout them.
Farm and Home Developioont is a method of doing extension work
whereas, all the members of the family are worked with.

Each famlly mem-

ber has a part in planning or setting up goals of what they want to do.
The objective in Extension Work means a "direction of nnvement into which direction you wish to go. 11

To determine the effectiveness of ex-

tension work annng farm families, the situation must be analyzed using a
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"benchmark" to measure progress.
The extent to which people accept new ideas will be of vital impcrtance in improving the farm and home operations.
Implications
Certain implications have been brought out in this study.

They are

as follows:
1.

That Extension Agents should make use of all information avail-

able in spreading Farm and Home Development work over the county.
2.

Agents should acquaint families with the purpose of Farm and

Home Development work.

3. That the Agents should gain confidence of families so that
they may feel at ease in discussing family problems.

4. That families should make plans or set goals to improve their
standard of living .

5. That Agents make a survey to gather information of family and
farm resources.
6.

That Agents should analyze information of family goals and sur-

vey to decide what jobs need to be . done first.
7.

That parents and adult leaders should encourage youths to

follow r ecommended practices in farming and homemaking.
8.

That farmers should be encouraged to make use of all resources

to improve their standard of living.
Recommendations
To encourage farm families to help themselves to have a more satisfying and abtmdant life, the writer offers the following recommendations:
1.

Considering the farm families resources, encourage and assist

families in making definite decisions or plans for realizing family's determine goals.

JJ
2.

Give farm families assistance in applying scientific practices

based on latest research findings, to help them determine how they should
combine t heir vari ous enterprises and ma.ke changes to obtain better family
living.

J. Ass ist families with decisions of what

to do when to do it ,

and how to do it .

4. En courage families to hold their livi ng expenses within the
family income.

5.

En courage families to include all family members in planning

for farm and home needs .

6. Encourage families to keep farm and home records to determine
business gains or losses and to secure detailed information that will be
helpful i n planning a m::>re profitable business .
7.

Furnish the farm families with outlook information for family

living pros pects, prices of crops and livestock and farm production costs,
and encourage th em to accept new ideas and changes to obtain a better living.
8.

Encourage far m families to make use of credit organizations

and Agricultur al Agencies that are available .
9.

En courage farm families to . adopt recommended practices in farm-

ing and homemaking for increased production and profit .
10.

En courage f arm families to use measurements in determining the

\leak and strong paints of farm and home management as compared with the
average and the m::> st profi t a bl.a forms of similar type.
With t hese recommendations herein included and with the determination on the part of all concerned, the farm families in Fort Bend County
should be able to i mprove t heir farm and family living standards by an
efficient f arm and home plan.
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FAMILY LIVING SURVEY
Conducted by Georgiana Thomas, Negro County Home Demonstration Agent
Among Selected Negro Families in Fort Bend County, Texas, 1955-56

QJESITONNAIRE
Name of family - - - - - - - - - - - - A d d r e s s _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Total acres in farm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Acres cropland - - - - - - - - - - - Acres pasture - - - - - - - - - - - - - Telephone number - - - - - - - - - - Number in family -

Age

Number

of children

Mother-----

Girls------

Father _ _ _ __

Boys _ _ _ _ _ __

Grandparents __
Other-----

Education

Check last completed

Father

Elementary

High

College

Mother

Elementary

High

College

Children (Name)

Circle last grade completed

1.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

College

2.

l 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

C.Ollege

3.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

College

4.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

College

s.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

C.Ollege

6..

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

College

Interest:
List the types of recreation in which you participate:
Mother-------- - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - -- - - - - - Father - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - -- - - - - - - Children
Living expense:
Amount spent for food annually S-------Cash value of amount of food raised
Amount spent for clothing annually S----- - - Cash value of amount of clothes made
Other expenses such as: Lights - - -, Water - - - , Church - - - -,
Insurance: _____ , Gasoline
, Doctor hills
, and
Other - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - -- - - - -- - - -

What is the distance of your home from:
a. School _______ miles
b. Church - - - - - - - - - mil es
c,

Recreation centers - - - - - - - - - miles
Shopping Centers
Clothing -----miles
Feed
iles

Grocery ______,11iles
Gasoline

miles

Exterior of house

Present condition

Write changes and repairs
needed, if any

Check one
Fair
Poor

House

Good

Screens

Good

Fair

Poor

Paint

Good

Fair

Poor

Interior of house

Check
yes

1.

Enough room for special f amily needs

2.

Bathroom

3.

Storage closets

4.

Lighting:
Electr i c
Kerosene

s.

Heating

6.

Bedroom, one to every two people

no

Write year purchased

O> you have these now?
Check
no
yes

Equipment

Refrigerator
:itove:
ias

glectric
Wood
)il
~ome freezer
>ressure cooker
lot water heater

Washing machine
:lectric iron
'acuum sweeper
,ewing machine:
~lectric
r-readle
~adio
'elevision
'elephone

Clothing - Providing adequate for the family
Check
ye?,

no

~other
'

'ather
t.hildren
~amily food habits:

Put amount eaten by each family member

Daily needs per person

Mother

tem:
!ilk 1 pint

-

1 quart

~tter or margarine
tablespoons
eat (beef, pork and other)
serving fish

'ggs

-

1

Father

Children

Vegetables, 2 servings
leafy, green or yellow
1 cup
1 serving white or
sweetpotatoes
Cereals
whole grain, enriched
cereals and breads

'

Farm
Number of farm buildings remodeled or built since 1944 - - - - - - - - - - - - - Number of hog.,__ _ _ _ _ _ __
, Cattle: beef - - - - - - - dairy
List the number of farm machines and other equipment bought since 1944:

Feed bought for livestock and poultry annually------- - - - -- - - - - - Value of amount r a i s e d - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - -- - - - - - Hired labor annually - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - List other supplies
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